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defect. Matter was confounded with pore or
intervening space. Solidity, a mutable re-
sult of aggregation under certain conditions,
was mistaken for defining essence. Force, also,
one essential element in a true definition, was
omitted wholly. The advance 'of chemical
science, of optics and electricity, has cut the
ground from under the feet of this spurious
definition. But still the view cleaves in part,
as a superstition of science, even to those with
whom the belief in a God is a superstition of
theology. This seems the true source of error
in. the above statement. Solid resistance is
not a simple property, but highly compound;
since exact science proves that seeming is not
real contact, and takes place at distances
capable of an imperfect estimation. It con-
sists in the sudden, action of strong repul-
sion, which will not yield to manual pressure,
when the hand, or some other solid held by it,
approaches very near to some given extended
Hurfaco. A crystal of salt thus resists. But
increase the pressure to a certain limit, and it
yields, mui crumbles beneath it. Melt the
crystal in water, and the matter remains, but
all HH power of solid resistance has disap-
peared. Again, tlic idea of a repellent force,
emanating from a point only, and not from a